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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


on the disciples ot Christ since they do not per- 
tain to the church Much as the Jewish religion 
did to liberate women from her deplorable state of 
depravity, it was reserved for the Christian relig- 
ion to complete her emancipation. For when 
Paul realized to a certain degree his object accom- 
plished by the aid of his leniency, he steps boldy 
forward and now declares, 'There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free there is neith 
er male nor female, far all are one in Christ Jesus. 

Joshoa Grofp. 
Sippo, Ohio. 


What Is Man That Thou Art Mindful of Htm ! Ileb. 2: «. 

If your neighbor should meet you on the road, 
looking anxiously and Bay to you, 'I was looking 
for a man but saw no man,' you would think that 
ho was talking strangely, but you would naturally 
conclude that it meant something that was either 
intended as a joke, or an insult, referring to the 
character of yourself. 

But when the question is asked 'What is man?' 
however clear our conception may be of the form 
or appearance, there are characteristics belonging 
to man that may never be fully understood, and 
some of these peculiarities may be even more 
strange than the language of the man addressed 
to his neighbor, in the case herein refered to. 

One of old has said: 'I am fearfully and wonder- 
fully made.' Ps. 119 : 14. It has also been said, 
'The proper study of mankind is man.' And this 
study has engaged the minds of the philosophers 
and theologians of all ages ; and with all that they 
could gather from nature and experience and rev- 
elation, they have not been able to come to the 
same conclusion, as to the relation between the 
natural and spiritual man, or the ultimatum of 
his life or being as the workmanship of God's 
hand. 

But while man may never be able to unravel 
all the mysteries of his being, he may with ordi- 
nary judgment, form a pretty correct idea of man's 
life and character ; for 'by their fruits ye shall 
know them.' And by a closer study of divine 
revelation he may attain to a condition, in which 
he may have a pretty clear conception of man's 
natural life as it came from the hand of his Creator, 
and ot his relation to God, and the final destiny 
of man for weal or for wo I 

Whatever may be the sentiments of influential 
speakers and writers, who by their glowing elo- 
quence aud power may sway the mind and form 
the viewsof many, it is an undeniable factthatsuch 
speakers and writers are liable to be mislead by pre- 
conceived opinions, whereas others having ac- 
customed themselves to accept facts rather than 
adhere to former opinions, are more likely to come 
to a correct conclusion, than some more gigantic 
intellects, who are ever ready to raise the cry of 
ignorance against all who may hold an opposite 
view to their own, though these so called ignoram- 
uses may know really more about the points in 
controversy than some of those who are so loud in 
their denunciations. With these facts before us 
we will again revert to the text, 'What is man ?' 

Aratus, a Greek poet said 'we are God's off- 
spring.' Paul accepts the language of this poet 
as true, and it becomes a part of revelation. While 
this confirms the statement of Genesis that God ib 
the creator of man, it certainly does not prove 
that Paul meant any more by the use of the word 
offspring in this connection than that man is the 
workmanship of God's hands. Just as the Greek 
poets and philosphers used the same language ; 
and as modern lexicographers can not always be 
relied on for the use of words as applied in the 
Bible, we must therefore trust to the inspired 
writers for the use of such language. 

We now turn to Genesis and we read: 'God 
created man male and female.' But here we ask 
what does create mean ? We have recently been 
told in an open discourse that God did not create 
the woman, that he made her of the rib of man ; 
hut the Bible says, 'God created them male and 
female.' Now who is right, the statement ot the 
preacher or the word of inspiration ? This same 
speaker said that the making of the woman of the 
rib of the man accounts for her being so much 
finer than the man, because the was made of finer 


material. The speaker ought to have considered 
that he was casting rather a wlur upon the woman 
being made of such coarse material as he repre- 
sented the man to be. 

But God made the man to be a man, and the 
woman to be a woman. God created them both, 
and let them be content as God wanted them to be. 
To talk and contend about equality of the sexes is 
nonsense. It is natural and right lor man to have 
more respect for the other sex than for his own. 
It is natural and right for the woman to honor the 
other Bex more than her own, and it ia clear and 
manifest that these conditions are realized in civ- 
ilized community by people of culture, that there 
are isolated exceptions to this condition we admit, 
and there are men and women fanatics who are 
constantly finding fault with this state of society, 
but they do not adapt themselves to their sur- 
roundings. 

They may talk of man's rights and woman's 
rights as they please, they can not change the 
relation of men and women to each other for good, 
by ignoring the positive teaching of the word of 
God, relative to the duties between men and wo- 
men. God created man as he saw (it, aud we be- 
lieve that was good. Now *-hatdo we understand by 
create. I believe we can do no better than to go to 
nature and the Bible for a definition. In Gen, 1 : 1 
we read, 'In the begining God created the heaven 
and the earth.' Here there was an act of creation, 
whether the earth was made out of nothing or not, 
the earth was formed as expressed in this act, but 
the Bible no where says made out of nothing. 
Hebrew scholars tell us that the word create ia 
derived from two Hebrew words, signifying Jorui 
to arrange. 

Matter itself must have doubtles been in exis- 
tence for ages before this creation took place as 
recorded in Genesis. In Gen. 1 : 7, we read that 
God made the firmament by dividing the waters 
below from the waters above; this wis arranging 
matter, and after this division God called the 
firmament heaven ; this was then creating the 
heaven and the earth as in first verso, by the 
arrangement of matter. So when God created 
man he framed him of the dust of the earth or 
ground, (Gen. 2: 7) juat what is meant by create, 
formed, arranged. 

This proves that create in the Bible does not 
here mean, made out of nothing as tome commen- 
tators Bay. But when man was brought only so 
far into this state of formation, he was only a dead 
body, having no life about him yet. But then 
God breathed into his nostrils the breatb (Nshah 
Mah) of life and man became a living soul (nepbeah) 
that was the man that was made of the dust of 
the ground. Then ii is clear that the living 
soul was the man, the whole man, a live man, and 
nothing but the man, or man. The breath of life 
waa the life principle that animated the body. 
The word soul is derived from Nephe&h, which is 
translated person twenty-nine times, and in this 
case clearly means the person or man. The breath 
which animated the man is derived from ahah mah 
and although man is of a higher order of beings 
than any of the brute creation, yet this same life 
principle — breath of life, animates every living 
creature that has life (lleb. soul) Gen. 1 :20. 
While it is true that soul often means life as ren- 
dered by translators, it is not true that Shah Mah, 
— Heb. breath of life is ever properly rendered 
soul, hut breath and life; and as this belongs to 
the lower creation, it cannot property be called 
soul of man, in the sense in which the word soul 
is now understood by the common people. 

What then is man? He is the noblest work of 
creation, 'created for the glory and honor of God.' 
Rev. 4:11. 'Man was made after the image of 
God,' or in his image or likeness, in purity and 
innocency, but having lost that image by trans- 
gression, he can only return to that image through 
the atonement of Christ, by 'putting off the old 
man with his deeds, and putting on the new, re- 
newed in knowledge after the image of him that 
created him.' Col. 3: 10. That means to become 
'a new creature in Christ Jesus,' and now being 
brought to this condition 'The law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus frees him from the law of sin 
and death.' Rom. 8 :2. 

E. Teeter. 


The Rights of a Chairman. 

The following was written in answer to queries sent to a num - 
ber of brethren some time agu relative to the authority of a 
chairman at oo unci In. 

The chairman of a meeting tinder any circumstanc- 
es has no right to arrogate unto himself the power of 
a supreme judge, It is a violation ot the laws ot 
ettiquette and justice and reason. It might have 
been consistent in tho dark ages of ignorance and 
persecution. But in these days of enlightment 
and liberty and fairness it is a blot and a stain on 
the fair name of justice. This is in the ordinary 
course of com men business and social meeting. 
The chairman's duties are merely to moderate the 
meetings and maintain order and fairness. AVhen 
he is to act as a judge, then he receives special 
and direct authority and power, assumes the office 
ot judge without violating any principle of justice 
and good breeding. 

The above applies to the position ol chairman 
under ordinary circumstances ; but when it comes 
before us, who pride ourselves snrl glory in our 
congregational principles, the matter assumes ter- 
rible deimnsions. The Brethren Church recognizes 
the congregation wupreine, from which there is no 
appeal in all ordinary matters. It ia true there 
may be extraordinary circumstances which may 
necessitate an appeal to the church at large, but 
even then the individual members as a body are 
supreme judge. So that in the strongest and every 
sense of the « ord the congregation or body of 
individual members must decide every question. 
For a man, whether minister, officer or layman, 
when called to moderate a meeting in the capucity 
of chairman, to assumo the power to excommuni* 
cate a member without a sanction or voice of the 
members present is a violation of our principles 
and should not bo tolerated. No mattei what may 
have been the crime of tho accused, or how plain 
and condeming the evidence, the congregation 
alone has the power to excommunicate. A wilful 
and direct violation of tho gospel may and does 
place a man outside the church in a cettain sense; 
but the Master teaches us the principle of charity 
and forgiveness, and that the prominent duty and 
object of the church in to save and not condemn. 
So often under the worst circumstances the church 
or congregation may decide to ask the accused to 
promise not to repeat thu offense, there may bo a 
pardon granted upon which heaven will smile. 
When the chairman arrogates the power of judge, 
and without consultation with the congregation 
excommunicates the accused, then tho church is 
deprived of her highest and most heavenly priv- 
ilege — that of extending mercy, and saving the 
soul of the weak and wandering. Thus we aee 
that a great injustice is done both to the church 
and the accused, and thus also the prominent 
principles of the Brethren Church are violated, if 
tho church herself is not disgraced. With the 
hope that the cause of Christ will ever be upheld 
and with best wishes and earnest prayers for the 
wellfare of Zion the above is respectfully submitt- 
ed. 

Edwabd Mason. 


As the beauty of the heavens cannot bo reflected 
in muddy water, neither can the eternal holiness 
ot God be reflected anywhere but in Christ. — Rev. 
Peter Menzies. « 

We cannot live on probabilities. The faith on 
which we can live bravely and die in peace must 
be a certainty, so far as it professes to be a faith 
at all, or it is nothing.— Froude. 

What we need is not the blaze of a few power- 
ful electric lights in certain conspicuous place, but 
the steady shining of every lamp in the whole 
Church of Christ over the land. 

All the good things of this world are no farth- 
er good to us than they are of use, and whatever 
we may heap up to give to others ; we enjoy only 
as much as we can use, and no more. — Ex. 

If 1 could be heard to-day by the people of the 
land, by tho patriotic young men of this country, 
full of life, vigor, and hope, I would say that it is 
among the highest and greatest duties which the 
country, God and the love of humanity impose, to 
work for the cause of total abstinence. — Henry 
Wilson! 


